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VISION
Supporting charitable 
grassroots activities 
by distributing funds, 
raising the profile of 
and making meaningful 
connections for a wide 
range of typically 
low profile and 
generally underfunded 
organisations 
that make a big 
di�erence to the lives 
of disadvantaged 
Brisbane residents.
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The Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust (the Trust) was a crucial avenue of support for grassroots 
charities and organisations in 2020-21 as the COVID-19 pandemic continued to impact the 
Brisbane community.

Brisbane’s grassroots charity sector 
has demonstrated its resilience 
repeatedly in the past. But the 
sector has been under enormous 
strain during the pandemic with 
one in seven charities reportedly 
on the brink of closure because of 
di�culties undertaking fundraising 
during this challenging time.

In 2020-21, the Trust provided more 
than 100 critical grants to support 
Brisbane’s grassroots charities. 
These grants tackled food 
shortages, helped families escaping 
domestic violence and enabled 
people experiencing homelessness 
to get vaccinated.

This level of support could not 
have been achieved without 
the generosity of the Brisbane 
community, sponsors, benefactors 
and investors.  

At the helm of these fundraising 
e�orts was Chair of the Trust, Lady 
Mayoress Nina Schrinner, who is 
helped by a legion of dedicated 
trustees and ambassadors. 
I would like to congratulate them 
for helping to ensure the Trust’s 
vital lifeline of support for frontline 
charities continued during this time. 

The past financial year had a severe 
impact on events, with the Trust 
unable to deliver major fundraising 
initiatives such as the annual 
Gala Ball. Thanks to the generosity, 
community spirit and resilience of 
Brisbane residents and businesses, 
the Trust was still able to continue 
supporting those who needed 
it most. 

As events returned, the Trust 
was able to host the Brisbane 
Big City Barbeque, transforming 
King George Square into an 
evening of fundraising for the 
three beneficiaries – Drug ARM 

Australasia, Foodbank Queensland 
and the Trust. It was a pleasure 
to see this event proceed and 
the community get together to 
enjoy fantastic food and great 
entertainment all in support of 
our most vulnerable residents.

It has been uplifting to see the 
Brisbane community come together 
to support the Trust and the 
charities it funds. I want to thank 
everyone who has donated and 
supported the Trust this financial 
year. Without your contribution 
we would not be able to help 
charities that do so much good 
across the city.

Adrian Schrinner
Lord Mayor and Patron

MESSAGE 
FROM 
THE LORD 
MAYOR
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I am delighted to present the 2020-21 Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust (the Trust) Annual Report. 
As the Chair of the Trust, I am privileged to assist the Trust in providing over 100 grants to 
support local grassroots charitable activities.

Brisbane residents continued to endure 
the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 
throughout this year. While our corner 
of the world may have been spared the 
worst of the health implications, the 
economic costs have been significant. 
That has created a unique scenario for 
the Trust with demand for our services 
increasing while the ability to raise the 
funds necessary to meet this extra 
need declined. As a result, the Trust 
distributed more funds than ever before 
as we experienced an unprecedented 
increase in the number of charitable 
organisations requesting grants.

In 2020-21, the Trust was able to 
give $168,612 to 30 charities in our 
September grant. We gave priority 
to supporting people with emergent 
COVID-19 related needs including those 
who provide food relief to hungry 
families and safe shelter or resources 
for people experiencing homelessness. 

For Christmas, the Trust gave $77,817 
to 46 charities, $5,550 of food 
vouchers to 22 charities and 2,822 
toys for children through 34 charities. I 
would like to personally acknowledge 
the continued support of Mr Scott 
Collins for once again generously 
donating the toys distributed by the 
Trust at Christmas. For Easter, the 
Trust distributed 2,554 Easter Eggs 

and 486 toys to 18 charities bringing 
well needed Easter joy just before 
another lockdown. 

In March, the Trust was delighted to 
distribute $92,969.99 to 27 charities 
in the inaugural March Ratepayer 
Charitable Support Grant. This grant 
is fully funded by generous Brisbane 
ratepayers who donate their $15 
on-time payment discount to the 
Trust to support our local charities.  

The Trust gave $37,980 in out of 
session grants to six charities in 
emergent need of funding. This 
included a grant to Baby Give Back to 
provide essential workspace supplies 
to their Brisbane volunteers so they 
could meet increased levels of need. 
Bravehearts provide vital personal 
safety programs to children and a 
grant funded their ‘Ditto Keep Safe 
Adventure Show’. Grants to Hearts 
of Purple and StandbyU Foundation 
provided safety watches to connect 
people restarting their lives after 
domestic violence. 

In 2020-21, the Trust raised almost 
$225,000 through fundraising events. 
This is an incredible achievement that 
reflects the generosity and community 
spirit that runs deep in the Brisbane 
community. 

This year, the Trust was privileged to 
bring back the Big City Barbecue.  
We were delighted that once again 
Foodbank QLD and Drug Arm were 
also beneficiaries of this event.

The Trust farewelled Ms Pip Hold as 
a beloved Trustee of over six years. 
On behalf of the Trust, I want to 
sincerely thank Pip for her e�orts 
and dedication to the Trust. 

I would also like to thank all of the 
Trustees for their dedication to the 
Trust and their continued guidance 
and support of the Trust. Their e�orts 
have been vital to the Trust’s growth 
and stability. The success of this year’s 
fundraising e�orts is a direct result of 
the Trusts Ambassadors and I thank 
them too for all that they do. 

The charities the Trust support are my 
biggest inspiration and I thank them 
for their unwavering support of the 
people who need it most, particularly 
in one of the most challenging years in 
living memory. They have never had to 
do more with less. 

MESSAGE
FROM 
THE 
CHAIR

Nina Schrinner
Lady Mayoress and Chair
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MS PIP HOLD
Divisional Manager

City Administration and 
Governance

Brisbane City Council

MR ALLAN PIDGEON AM
Director,

F A Pidgeon & Son Pty Ltd

MRS PATRICE SHERRIE
Director, Bentleys 

COUNCILLOR ADAM ALLAN
Civic Cabinet Chair for City 

Planning and Suburban Renewal, 
Chair of the Councillor 

Ethics Committee

MR MARTIN ROWEN
Director, Business 

Development, Gadens

MRS NINA SCHRINNER
Lady Mayoress and Chair of the 
Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust

MS FIONA SPEROU
Chief Operating O�cer

Rowland

RETIRED

OUR BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
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Without our incredible Ambassadors, the Trust could not support charities that care for and help Brisbane’s 
most vulnerable. 

The Ambassadors support the Trust by promoting and assisting with fundraising activities, sourcing donations 
and investors for the Trust, as well as packing toys for the Trust’s Christmas grant round and making meaningful 
connections for our charities. The Trustees would like to wholeheartedly thank the Ambassadors for the generous 
volunteering of their time with our fundraising e�orts.

Thank you to our wonderful Ambassadors for your tireless dedication and service.

Cathy Anstey Brooke Falvey Karl Sha Raewyn Bailey

Marion Feros Paul Shih Maria Becis Margaret Forrest

Pinky Singh Laura Chen Danielle Harris Lisa Smith

Melody Chen Kim Knox Nathan Strudwick Jie Cheng

Olympia Kwitowski Erzsi Suranyi Nicole Conlon Nicole McLachlan 

Samantha Conry Josie McKenzie Hana Torbey Andrew Craig

Suellen Morgan Penny Wol� Paris Croaker Diane Neve

Ellie Roberts Grace Yu Caroline Da�y Ron Yap 

Vicky Yu Giovanna Di Bartolomeo Aishwarya Somal Denise Schellbach OAM

OUR
AMBASSADORS 
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MS PIP HOLD
Trustee & Ambassador
Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust

The Lady Mayoress and Trustees would like to sincerely thank Pip Hold for her incredible six years of service to 
the Trust as a Trustee. Pip’s incomparable spirit and dedication for service to the Trust and City of Brisbane has 
left an indelible mark on the Trust. Her considered guidance and wholehearted passion for everything that the 
Trust stands for has helped shape the Trust into what it is today, particularly from a governance and growth 
perspective.

Pip brought a sparkle, a shine and a pair of fabulous shoes to all of her e�orts for the Trust. 

Pip was a creative force behind many of the Trust’s key fundraisers, serving on multiple event committees. 
Through Pip’s e�orts, the Trust’s fundraising capacity has grown from strength to strength, providing much 
needed funds for the Trust and the local charities that we support. 

The Trust is incredibly grateful to have been blessed with Pip’s support and we all wish her well with her 
future endeavours.

THANK YOU

6 Lord Mayor's Charitable Trust



BRISBANE TAIWANESE COMMUNITY 
The Lady Mayoress and the Trust would like to acknowledge the ongoing support of the Brisbane 
Taiwanese Community. 

Their continued contributions and proactive support of the Trust have been remarkable, particularly during the 
challenges caused by COVID-19. The Trust is extremely grateful to have been the beneficiary of several grassroots 
fundraising e�orts by the Taiwanese Community, who are always prepared to jump to action. The Taiwanese 
Community’s creativity and agility in fundraising continues to be outstanding. 
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WHO WE ARE 
The Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust 
has been caring for the Brisbane 
community since the 1950s. We 
support Brisbane’s grassroots 
charitable activities by using the 
high profile of the Trust to raise 
funds to be distributed to a range 
of worthy, generally lower profile 
and underfunded charitable 
organisations or charitable activities 
within Brisbane.

We believe that addressing these 
challenges at the front line, whether 
it’s homelessness, domestic violence 
or supporting people with illness or 

THE 
LORD MAYOR'S
CHARITABLE TRUST EXPLAINED

disability, requires community e�ort. 
This is why the Trust is proud to 
support hundreds of lesser-known 
charities who work directly with 
people living with these challenges.

Across Brisbane, people rely on 
these little-known charities for food, 
support and hope. Unlike other 
major charitable organisations, 
these charities receive little financial 
support from corporates or 
government entities. They need as 
much support as those who rely on 
them do.

The Trust supports charitable 
organisations under the governance 
of a Trust deed and is guided by 
a board of Trustees, including the 
Lady Mayoress, Chair of the Trust.

WHAT WE DO
Every dollar donated is directed to 
the frontline.

The Trust supports charities through 
various annual grant rounds, an 
Easter Appeal and a Christmas 
Appeal, involving donations of toys, 
food vouchers and small cash grants 
of up to $2,000.

Every year the Trust provides critical 
grants to grassroots charitable 
activities. The Trust raises funds 
to be distributed to a range of 
worthy, lower profile and generally 
underfunded grassroots charities 
in Brisbane.

The Trust also plays a connection 
role in matching corporate investors 
with grassroots charities as well as 
promoting various charities and 
their programs.

HOW WE OPERATE
Corporate and individual investors 
as well as community groups are 
confident donating to the Trust 
because of its ability to identify 
grassroots charities in genuine need 
of support and the Trust’s capacity 
to support a wide range of 
di�erent charities.

Funds are distributed to a wide 
variety of charitable activities 
working hard to provide vital 
community services and to address 
pressing social needs.

The Trust reviews each charity’s 
viability and financial position 
before awarding grants or 
donations. This due diligence 

ensures funds are only allocated to 
the most appropriate, viable and 
worthy recipients.

The Trust supports lower profile, 
generally under-funded charities 
based on a thorough assessment of 
each applicant’s financial needs and 
community benefits.
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THE 
LORD MAYOR'S
CHARITABLE TRUST EXPLAINED

STRATEGIC 
OBJECTIVES
FUNDRAISING
Grow and diversify the Trust’s 
capability to raise funds through 
traditional fundraising sources and 
new investors. 

GIVING
Sustain an accountable process 
for distributing grants and in-kind 
donations.

PROMOTING
Promote the Trust’s objectives and 
raise awareness of the Trust’s activities 
through profile raising initiatives.

ADVOCACY
Advocate the needs of Brisbane’s 
charities to potential investors, 
sponsors and supporters.

CONNECTING
Forming relationships and networks 
by connecting businesses and 
community organisations together 
that align with the Trust’s goals.

GOVERNING
Continuous improvement of the 
Trust’s governance

GOVERNANCE
TRUST DEED
The Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust 
Deed signed in 2005 clearly outlines 
the scope of roles and responsibilities 
of the Trust and Trustees. In 
particular, the Trust Deed outlines 
the framework for governance of 
the Trust and ensures that the Trust 
finances are managed in accordance 
with the provisions of the Income Tax 
Assessment Act 1997 and associated 

STRATEGIC
PLAN
VISION
Supporting charitable grassroots activities by distributing funds, raising the profile of and making 
meaningful connections for a wide range of typically low profile and generally underfunded 
organisations that make a big di�erence to the lives of disadvantaged Brisbane residents.

guidelines and rulings under 
Australian Taxation Law as they relate 
to Deductible Gift Recipient status.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Trust held the 2020-21 Annual 
General Meeting on 17 November 
2020 at Brisbane City Hall. At this 
meeting the Chair, Lady Mayoress 
Mrs Nina Schrinner, tabled the 
Annual Report including audited 
financial statements for 2019-20 
which were reviewed and endorsed 
by the Trustees.

TRUST MEETINGS
During 2020–21, six Trust meetings 
were held.

AUDIT 2020-21
AH Jackson & Co were once again 
appointed as independent auditors 
for the Trust’s finances for 2020-21.

VALUES

Respect for all as equals Caring for community Passion for action

Acknowledging quiet 
achievers

Understanding the changing 
needs of charity

Excellence in non-profit 
governance
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YEAR AT A GLANCE 
2020-21

$92,162
raised through the 
Trust’s Christmas 

Appeal 

$6,572 
raised at Brisbane 

City Council’s Senior’s 
Christmas parties

$179,535
raised through the 

Brisbane City Council rates 
notice donation initiative

$189,206
raised from 
fundraising events

$458,177
recieved in cash 
donations, including:

2,822 
toys provided to 

families through the 
2020 Christmas Grants

2,554
Easter eggs given 
to 18 community 

organisations

$5,500
in Foodbank vouchers to 22 
charities through the 2020 

Christmas Grants

$7,530
provided in other Out of Session 

grants throughout the year
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$23,325
given in grants to 46 
charities through the 

program 2020 
Christmas grants

$77,817

$600,704
given out in cash 
grants, including:

137
grants awarded 
in total

$168,612
provided to 30 

charities in 
general grants

provided to 
Youngcare for 

assistive technology

$200,000
provided to The 

Salvation Army to 
help provide 26 units 
as part of a previous 
commitment to an 
a�ordable housing 

complex for victims of 
domestic violence and 

their families

$10,000 
provided to 
Bravehearts 

Foundation to 
deliver personal 

safety programs for 
children and carers

$20,450 
provided to Hearts 
of Purple ($10,450) 

and Standbyu 
($10,000) to 

provide safety 
watches to those 
that are victims of 
domestic violence

$92,970 
To 27 charities 

from the Ratepayer 
Charitable 

Support Grant

Annual Report 2020-21 11



The Trust is immensely grateful for the incredible support of our investors. Without their 
support and generosity, we would not have been able to help these charities who need it 
most and have the largest impact in our local community. 

INVESTORS AND IMPACT

“If I hadn’t had this program and 
tools, I wouldn’t be where 
I am now”

Broken to Brilliant - 2020 
September Grant

The young people living in, 
and transitioning from, YHP 
accommodation into long term 
independent housing benefitted 
directly from the provision of these 
household items and white goods 
for their new homes, as this assisted 
them to function within their home 
and removed the extra financial and 
emotional burden. This flowed onto 
the community through the young 
people having a greater sense of 
pride in their home, thus impacting 
positively on how they relate to the 
community in which they reside.

Youth Housing Project – 
2020 September Grant

“I feel much more confident. They 
were amazing. My interview outfit 
used to be jeans and a T-shirt. I had 
no capacity to get new clothes.” 

Suited to Success - 2020 
September Grant (feedback 
from a client) 

“I feel uplifted and definitely more 
confident. My stylists were fantastic 
– and they were also really kind. 
They treated me with compassion 
and helped me get ready for my 
interviews.” 

Suited to Success - 2020 September 
Grant (feedback from a client) 

“The children were made to 
feel special, and also recieved 
a Christmas present, a gift card 
which they could spend, as well 
as a backpack and drink bottle 
they can use for school next year. 
The bags were hand-delivered by 
volunteers so the impact that this 
had on the mindset of the children 
is immeasurable. The feedback we 
received from carers regarding 
the impact on the children was 
beautiful.” 

Little Star Kids - 2020 Christmas 
Grant – Outcome summary of 
the grant 

Comments from women currently 
attending are that they “love this 
place, it’s so beautiful now and I 
love the change”, “we are so lucky 
that people care about us enough 
to give us these gorgeous things, it 
makes me feel happy”, “this is just 
stunning, we are so cared about”.

Hope Foundation – 2021 March 
Ratepayer Round

One participant said the horse 
forced her to be herself and not 
to put “on a mask”. This revelation 
allowed her to build genuine 
friendships because she realised 
that “the right friends will accept 
me for who I am, and I don’t need to 
wear a mask when I’m with them”.

Reason to Thrive – 2021 March 
Ratepayer Round
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OUR CORPORATE
PARTNERS
Thank you to all our corporate partners for their continued 
support to the Trust. Many of these organisations have 
selflessly o�ered their time and services over the years, 
allowing The Lord Mayors Charitable Trust to focus on 
reaching as many people in need as possible.

EPIQ Media Channel NineThe Courier Mail

Annual Report 2020-21 13



The Trust is committed to creating and building connections between our investors and the charities we support. 
These philanthropic connections further enhance the support that we can provide beyond financial support 
through grants.  

CREATING PHILANTHROPIC 
CONNECTIONS
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IQR GROUP PTY LTD

The Trust was able to make 
COVID-19 a little easier for charities 
by coordinating a generous 
donation from Mr Court Watts, 
CEO of IQR Group. In October 
2020, Mr Watts donated nearly 400 
automatic hand sanitiser stands and 
400 litres of hand sanitiser to 48 
charities that the Trust supports. 

These stands made it easier for 
frontline services like Emmanuel 
City Mission and Suited for Success 
to keep the vulnerable people 
they support COVID-safe. They 
also made it easier for charities 
like Broken to Brilliant to reopen 
their charity op-shop, helping them 
rebuild financial stability. 

In November 2020, Mr Watts 
donated more bottles of 1-litre 
hand sanitiser and mini bottles 
to support charites in keeping 
their clients COVID-safe at their 
Christmas celebrations. 

In the COVID-19 environment, hand 
sanitiser is a real cost burden for our 
charities and this type of generous 
donation makes a true di�erence. 

The Trust thanks Mr Watts for his 
kindness and generosity. 

THE MCENIERY TRUST

Baby Give Back is a charity 
dedicated to supporting families 
in crisis with donated preloved 
baby essentials. Courtesy of an 
introduction by Trustee Marty 
Rowen, The McEniery Family Trust 
generously funded the fit out and 
equipment required to open the 
doors of Baby Give Back’s new 
Brisbane Warehouse. This meant 
that Baby Give Back were able to 
operationalise as quickly as possible 
and provide valuable high-quality 
necessities for babies and children to 
families in Brisbane that need 
it most.

The Trust is truly grateful to the 
McEniery Family for their most 
humble generosity and on-going 
support of Baby Give Back.

BRISK TRANSPORT 

Thanks again to an introduction 
from Marty Rowen, the Trust was 
able to connect Baby Give Back with 
Brisk Transport to assist in moving 
much needed items from their 
Gold Coast Warehouse to Brisbane. 
Transportation of items is a real cost 
to charities who often either pay for 
these costs or rely on volunteers.

This has now moved to a regular 
arrangement with Brisk Transport 
assisting with frequent transfer 
of goods. 

 Hand Sanitiser Stand provided to Emmanuel City Mission and Suited to Success. 
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FUNDRAISING
BRISBANE BIG CITY 
BARBECUE 

On 26 March 2021, the Lord 
Mayor’s Charitable Trust held the 
Brisbane Big City Barbecue in King 
George Square. After a year of 
cancellations, it was great to bring 
back a community event for people 
to enjoy and raise money for local 
charities. The Barbecue created the 
perfect Friday evening activity in the 
city through live music, fundraising 
and o�ering a selection of tasty 
food from various food trucks.

BRISBANE BIG 
CITY BARBECUE 
BENEFICIARY: 
FOODBANK 
QUEENSLAND
Foodbank Queensland is 
essentially the pantry to the charity 
sector. Every month, Foodbank 
Queensland works with over 250 
frontline charities across the State 
to provide vital food relief to more 
than 20,000 Queenslanders.

Foodbank Queensland works 
with the entire food and grocery 
industry, from farmers to retailers, 
to source and rescue nutritious 
food to put meals on the tables of 
those experiencing hunger. 

Foodbank Queensland’s member 
charities report that the demand 
for food relief has increased on 
average by 47% in 2020, with food 
insecurity higher than ever due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and its 
economic impacts. 

The positive impact of food relief 
means that children receive the 
proper nutrients to grow and 
develop, and people are less hungry, 
less stressed and more hopeful. 

From the funds provided by the 
Trust, Foodbank Queensland was 
able to provide enough food for 
20,000 meals for people in crisis. 

As in previous years, Foodbank 
Queensland, Drug ARM and 
the Trust were beneficiaries of 
this event. Funds provided to 
Foodbank Queensland and Drug 
ARM put food on the tables 
of hungry Queenslanders and 
helped people living with the 
daily challenges associated with 
addiction and substance abuse.
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BRISBANE BIG CITY BARBECUE 
BENEFICIARY: DRUG ARM

Drug ARM is a specialist charity organisation that supports 
people, families and communities to achieve positive 
transformations through awareness, rehabilitation and 
management of substance abuse issues. Their programs 
and support enable people and families to learn to thrive, 
not just survive, and help to reduce the mental, physical 
and social harms related to alcohol and drug use.

The below outlines the vital impact that funding from the 
Trust provides DrugARM:

Homelessness extends well beyond sleeping rough on the 
streets in the CBD. Men, women, young people and children 
experiencing homelessness often live in inadequate, severely 
overcrowded, unstable or temporary accommodation such as 
boarding houses and caravan parks in our local suburbs. 

Every Thursday, Drug ARM’s Street Outreach Service (SOS) 
visits a caravan park on Brisbane’s northside to support 
people in these situations who may also be experiencing 
mental health, alcohol and other drug issues. 

When Drug ARM’s Jason met Dave, he wouldn’t make eye 
contact and was experiencing complex mental health issues, 
chronic health concerns and severe financial stress. Dave was 
feeling hopeless about his future. Jason’s gentle persistence 
and friendly attitude eventually encouraged Dave to engage 
and he was able to connect Dave with the health services and 
social supports needed to address his issues and, over time, 
he developed the skills to cope. 

Dave secured a part-time job and the financial freedom and 
self-esteem the job provided made a huge di�erence in 
Dave’s life. Finally, Dave had saved enough money for a rental 
bond and he was able to move into his own place. This had 
been a dream of his for many years. 

Thanks to the support of the Big City Barbecue, Drug ARM 
was able to help Dave achieve positive transformation. 

*Name changed for privacy
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GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

EVENT PARTNERS

BARBIE MATES

TRUST PARTNER

MEDIA PARTNER

FOOD TRUCKS

The Trust would like to thank all sponsors of the 2021 Brisbane Big City Barbecue:
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MAJOR GRANT 
PROGRAM
THE SALVATION ARMY 

The Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust is proud to 
continue our partnership with The Salvation Army to 
help provide 26 units as part of an a�ordable housing 
complex for victims of domestic violence and their 
families. Victims of domestic violence are at an 
increased risk of homelessness and this project will 
provide a safe and secure home where families can 
start to recover. 

The project, which broke ground in 2020 – 21, 
will deliver transitional housing that fills the gap 
between crisis accommodation and independent 
living. The Trust gave a grant of $200,000 in 2020 - 
21 (out of a total of $650,000 committed 
over the life of the project by the former Lady 
Mayoress, Anne Quirk) to help build the complex. 

It is exciting to see the progress of this development 
which is expected to be complete in early 2022. 
The Trust is proud to be partnering with the Salvation 
Army and grateful for the generous support of The 
Cory Charitable Foundation in making this important 
project a reality. 
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STANDBYU 
The StandbyU Foundation created the StandbyU 
Shields for vulnerable women and children at risk 
of domestic and family violence. This program 
comprises of three key things: people, safety plan 
and a safety watch. 

The Trust provided a grant of $10,000 to the 
StandbyU Shields program. These funds allowed 
the purchase of 10 safety devices and the 
establishment of safety plans that were allocated 
to recipients at high risk of domestic and family 
violence. 46 Brisbane residents were positively 
impacted by this project. 

I would like to express my gratitude for the safety 
watch.

As a survivor of a long term Domestic Violent 
marriage, my three young children ages 8, 4 and 3 
have had to move home due to my ex finding us.

Since we escaped in 2019, he has breached the 
DVO order numerous times has been found guilty 
of all charges yet remains free as is out on good 
behaviour, never spending a single day in jail for his 
crimes.

Three years on since escaping, we are now living in 
a home since March last year and it’s the first home 
he hasn’t found us.

To have this watch on my wrist...it’s not just a 
watch....it’s a feeling of safety, true safety....I am 
more confident wearing the watch as I know that if 
he does find us , there is a very reliable and e�cient 
way to hold in the button for just 3 seconds and we 
are then on the radar for help if needed. 

Please know, from someone who has lived in 
fear for many years, that this watch has given my 
beautiful children and I quality of life to feel safe 
and secure.

Thank you 
kindly – 
feedback from 
a recipient via 
the StandbyU 
Foundation.

HEARTS OF PURPLE 
Hearts of Purple are a small dedicated group of 
volunteers that help vulnerable past and current 
high risk victims of domestic violence. They remove 
victims from danger, providing them with security 
alarm watches, ensuring they are not being tracked 
electronically, monitoring their safety, assisting 
with housing, food and clothing as well as assisting 
them to access to all other available services and 
financial support.

The Trust provided a grant of $10,450 to provide 10
security alarm watches to high risk victims. These 
devices provided much needed safety and support 
through traumatic times. 

I had made many police reports over the years and 
yet had not been identified as a high-risk victim. 

In February 2021, I made another police report 
relating to a serious incident and I truly thought that 
he was going to make true on his threats to kill me. 
Within 24 hours, I was advised to leave my home and 
was placed into a safe house. 

One of the services that I was put in touch with was 
Hearts of Purple. Michelle arranged a security watch 
for me almost immediately. That was a pivotal point 
in my life. Wearing the watch, knowing that I have 
immediate access to emergency assistance when 
and if required, has changed my life. 

Although I still need to be diligent, the watch assists 
in keeping me safe and makes me feel far more 
secure. I honestly don’t know where I would be 
right now if I had not been blessed with assistance 
from such a caring and compassionate organisation 
that genuinely seeks to assist women in high risk 
situations such as mine.

OUT OF SESSION 
GRANTS
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REGULAR GRANTS
PROGRAM $261,581 donated to 47 

charities through its general grants

2020-21 GRANT IMPACT

$77,817
in Christmas grants

$5,500 
given in food vouchers

34 charities shared 

in 2,822 
Christmas toys

18 charities shared in 

2,554 Easter eggs 
and eight charities shared 
in 486 toys at Easter time 

For many years, the Trust has supported hundreds of 
Brisbane's local and grassroots charitable activities 
through multiple grant rounds per year. From 
providing Christmas presents and Easter eggs to 
those who might otherwise go without, to supporting 
domestic violence refuges, disadvantaged children, 
war veterans and families experiencing food scarcity, 
we are helping fund vital community services that 
Brisbane’s most vulnerable residents need.

In a year where we continue to feel the impact of 
COVID19, the importance of providing vital funding to 
these groups to deliver small but impactful projects 
and activities is needed more than ever. 

• A Brave Life
• A Touch of Compassion
• Access community support 

Australia
• Actors and Entertainers Benevolent 

Fund Queensland Incorporated
• AEIOU Foundation
• Alina Service and A Place to Belong 

- Anglicare Southern Queensland
• Anglicare Southern Queensland
• Australian Kookaburra Kids 

Foundation
• Autism Queensland
• BABI Family and Youth Service
• Baby Give Back
• Be Uplifted
• BestLife
• Beyond DV
• BHC 
• Blue Hope Support Services
• Brisbane Basket Brigade
• Brisbane Housing Company (BHC)
• Broken to Brilliant
• Carinity Education Southside
• ChaplainWatch
• Childhood Cancer Support
• Chisholm
• Citipointe Community Care/Global 

Care Australia
• Communify Queensland
• Community Canteen
• Community Living Association
• Compassion 4 Community
• Cystic Fibrosis Queensland
• Edmund Rice Camps Qld
• Emmanuel City Mission
• Encircle

• Family and Kids Care Foundation
• Five Bridges (Murri Sisters)
• Focus on Youth
• Friends with Dignity
• GingerCloud Foundation
• Good Samaritan Housing
• Guide Dogs for the 

BlindAssociation of Queensland
• Hear and Say
• Hope Foundation
• Hummingbird House
• Inala Family Accommodation & 

Support Service Inc.
• Kombi Clinic
• Koongoora
• Little Stars Kids
• Love and Hope Redlands
• Lutheran Services - Mary and 

Martha’s Refuge
• Mangrove Housing
• Mates4Mates
• Mt Gravatt District Community 

Support Inc
• Multiple Sclerosis Society of 

Queensland
• Mummy’s Wish
• Muscular Dystrophy Queensland
• North East Community Support 

Group
• North West Youth Accommodation 

Service
• Northside Connect Inc.
• OzHarvest
• Picabeen
• Preterm Infants’ Parents’ 

Association
• Pyjama Foundation
• Q Shelter

• Reason to Thrive
• Red Rose Foundation
• Redkite
• RizeUp Australia
• S.B.H Queensland
• Sandbag
• Share the Dignity
• Sherwood Neighbourhood Centre
• Silky Oak Children’s Haven
• Southside Community Care
• St Vincent de Paul Society 

Queensland - Our Lady of Grace 
Conference, Carina

• Stepping Stone Clubhouse
• Suited to Success
• The Carers Foundation
• Traction for Young People
• UnitingCare Community - 

Koolkuna/Kalparrin Women’s 
Refuge and Clare Homes

• Variety - the Children’s Charity of 
Queensland

• Village Avenue (The Trustee for the 
Village Gifts Trust)

• Wesley Mission Queensland
• Windana Support Centre
• Women’s Legal Service
• Y-Care (South East Queensland) 

Inc. - Cannon Hill Community 
Centre

• Y-Care (South East Queensland) 
Inc. - YMCA Vocational School

• Young Allies Foundation
• Youth Housing Project
• Zephyr Education
• Zig Zag Young Women’s Resource 

Centre
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Charities supported through this grant round included those supporting women and families 
in domestic violence situations, providing food relief, supporting those living in poverty and 
supporting those with disabilities or illness. During this grant round, the Trust prioritised 
funding that provided emergent COVID relief. 

2020 SEPTEMBER 
GRANT

Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress and Grant Recipients

$168,612
funding provided 

30 Charities
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Zephyr Education book packs

ZEPHYR EDUCATION
Zephyr Education helps children, whose lives and education have been disrupted by domestic violence, 
get back to school as quickly as possible by supplying school uniforms and shoes, textbooks and 
stationery, school bags, computers and all other school essentials. Families often flee domestic violence 
situations with literally the clothes on their back and start from scratch in a brand-new location and at a 
brand new school.

The Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust provided a grant of $10,000 to Zephyr Education in our 2020 
September Grant round. These funds allowed the purchasing of stationery and other school and home 
school items required for 250 school children. 

I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank you and your amazing volunteers at Zephyr 
Education for your continued support to our clients and more importantly to their children. 

To see the smiles on the faces of the children when they receive their school packs warms my heart and 
gives me hope that these children (living in crisis accommodation) feel valued. Having school packs and 
new uniforms is taken for granted by so many of us who can a�ord to provide these basic yet valuable 
items to our own children to enable them to “fit in” not stand out.

I take pride and joy in watching our clients’ children walk into the school yard with their heads held high 
looking sharp.

I often wonder what alternative options our families would have if it was not for Zephyr Education as 
there is very limited support available. As a service that works with the most vulnerable families, we are 
extremely grateful to be in a position where we can advocate (not have to beg) on behalf of our clients.

– Manager of a Brisbane DFV support organisation.

Annual Report 2020-21 23



2020 CHRISTMAS 
GRANT

$77,817
funding provided 

55 Charities 34 charities provided 

with 2,822 
Christmas toys

22 charities provided 

$5,500 
in food vouchers

The Trust was fortunate enough to present toys 
generously donated again by Scott Collins from 
Bloomberg Incorporation Limited. In 2020, for the 
first time, the Brisbane Racing Club supplied valuable 
space and assistance in sorting and storing the toys 
and provided a venue to host the presentation event. 
We are very grateful for this new partnership with 
the Brisbane Racing Club and thank them for their 
generosity. We also thank long term supporters 
Carton Warehouse for providing boxes and Fedex 
Logistics for transporting the toys from the ship to 
Foodbank. Most of all, we thank Scott Collins, who 
for over a decade has sourced tens of thousands of 
toys for children who would otherwise go without at 
Christmas time. 

The Trust would like to also acknowledge the Trust’s 
Ambassadors and Trustees, along with the volunteers, 
who volunteered to help sort and pack the 
Christmas toys.

Thank you to Bloomberg Incorporation Limited for the many years of support and donation 
of thousands of toys.
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BRISBANE BASKET BRIGADE
Brisbane Basket Brigade (BBB) is a volunteer run charity that creates 
Christmas hampers for people and families in need. For over ten years, the 
Trust has supported BBB, giving toys to children and grants to help pack 
hampers with food and Christmas treats to bring joy to the people who 
need it most at this special time of year. 

The Trust gave BBB a 2020 September Grant and 2020 Christmas Grant 
to create these hampers, full of Christmas treats and groceries. These 
grants helped BBB and its army of 2,000 volunteers wrap 12,000 gifts for 
4,700 people and distribute over 3,700 shopping bags of food, making a 
real di�erence to people in need at Christmas.

LORD MAYOR’S CHARITABLE TRUST 2020 CHRISTMAS 
APPEAL 
Each Christmas, the Trust runs its largest donation appeal, The Christmas Appeal, which raises desperately 
needed funds to support the local and grassroots charities who help the Brisbane community at this often 
di�cult time of year. This Appeal funds the Trust’s annual grants program, providing practical support 
through general grants and holiday joy through Easter and Christmas Grants. 

After a year without the Trust’s main fundraising events due to COVID-19, this appeal was vital to the 
continuation of the Trust’s support for local charities. Requests for support from charities, especially the 
charities providing frontline support, was overwhelming. Thankfully, the 2020 Lord Mayor’s Christmas 
Appeal was one of its biggest ever and raised $91,162.24. 

The Trust sincerely thanks the individual and corporate investors for their generosity towards the Trust. 
These donations provide people in our community with safety, dignity and hope.

CHRISTMAS 2020 
GRANT RECIPIENT
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2021 MARCH 
RATEPAYER CHARITABLE 
SUPPORT GRANT 
The Ratepayer Charitable Support Grant was made possible by the many generous Brisbane residents who opted 
to donate their $15 rates early payment discount to the Trust. The Trust is extremely grateful to Brisbane’s generous 
residents for their contribution. Thanks to these residents the Trust was able to contribute to help the 27 charities 
that support our most vulnerable residents. 

On average, 4,000
ratepayers donate per quarter 
which has helped the Trust to 

provide a level of financial certainty 
to our charities, particularly given 

the impact of COVID-19 on our 
traditional fundraising activities

$92,969.99
provided through grants 

27 local charities benefited 
from these donations. 

“The Trust is extremely 
grateful to Brisbane’s 
generous residents for 
their contribution”
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MARCH 2021 RATEPAYER CHARITABLE SUPPORT 
GRANT RECIPIENT

A BRAVE LIFE
A Brave Life helps to alleviate the risks of ongoing poverty, misfortune and helplessness experienced 
by many young mothers (15-25 years old) by assisting them as they complete their education, pursue 
their dreams and become positive role models for their child. A Brave Life works with social workers 
and hospitals to provide these Baby Bundles to at risk young mothers. A Brave Life Baby Bundles are 
designed for a young mother to arrive at the hospital with all the essentials needed for her 
newborn baby.

The Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust provided a grant of $4,976.40 which assisted in contributing to the 
Baby Bundles. This funding allowed the purchasing of 195 brand new nappy bags and were gifted to 
mums-to-be. 

“Thank you again for the delivery of the Nappy bags! What great timing that was, as I unexpectedly had 
a new referral for a patient late yesterday afternoon, and she was so touched by the donation of a bag to 
her. Providing her a bag was a reminder to her that there are people who care for her and her little one” – 
feedback from a social worker at the Nundah Community Centre.
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2021
EASTER GRANT
For some children, the Easter Bunny simply doesn’t 
come. The Trust is proud to be able to provide 
Easter eggs annually to make Easter special for 
some of Brisbane’s disadvantaged children and 
families, especially when a COVID-19 lockdown 
occurred this Easter. 

2021 EASTER GRANT RECIPIENT
Y-CARE

Y-Care, YMCA Vocational School, 
provides special assistance to senior 
high school students residing in 
South Brisbane who are marginalised 
or disadvantaged. Through the 2021 
Easter grant round, the Lord Mayor’s 
Charitable Trust provided Y-care with 
much needed Easter support for 
their community. 

“Easter again this year was a little di�erent to other years as 
we continued to be impacted by COVID. Y-Care were able 
to provide some Easter joy to their YMCA family who may 
not have had Easter eggs otherwise. Although our planned 
celebration could not go ahead, we were able to finish o� 
the school term and head into lockdown knowing their 
families had a touch of Easter”

2,554
Easter eggs

18
Charities

486
toys

28 Lord Mayor's Charitable Trust



Prepared by AH Jackson & Co. 
Chartered Accountants

520 Wickham Street
FORTITUDE VALLEY QLD 4006
PO Box 212
SPRING HILL QLD 4004

Tel: (07) 3253 1500

www.ahjackson.com

THE LORD MAYOR’S CHARITABLE TRUST

SPECIAL PURPOSE 
FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30 JUNE 2021

NOTE FROM LADY MAYORESS, CHAIR OF 
THE LORD MAYOR’S CHARITABLE TRUST

The Trust is truly grateful for the donations and support 
received during the 2020-21 financial year. Without 
this funding, we would not be able to provide that vital 
support needed to Brisbane’s local grassroots charitable 
organisations and activities. 

Much of this support was unexpected and, 
consequently, the Trust did not have the opportunity to 
allocate this increased amount of funds during our grant 

rounds in the 2020-2021 financial year. As a 
result, we have ended the financial year with a surplus.

My Trustees and I would like to assure you that these 
contributions have been earmarked for grant rounds 
and major projects during the 2021–22 financial year 
and we are working diligently towards getting these 
funds into the hands of Brisbane’s hardworking charities 
as soon as possible.
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LORD MAYOR’S CHARITABLE TRUST 
ABN 56 804 674 564 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF 
LORD MAYOR’S CHARITABLE TRUST 

Report on the Audit of the Financial Report 

Opinion 

We have audited the financial report of Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust (‘the Trust’), which comprises the statement of financial
position as at 30 June 2021, the statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income, statement of changes in equity and
statement of cash flows for the year then ended, notes comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and other 
explanatory information, and the trustees' declaration. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial report of Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust has been prepared in accordance with the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012, including: 

i. giving a true and fair view of the registered entity’s financial position as at 30 June 2021 and of its financial performance 
for the year then ended; and 

ii. complying with Australian Accounting Standards – Reduced Disclosure Requirements and  the Australian Charities and 
Not-for-profits Commission Regulation 2013. 

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under those standards are further
described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of our report. We are independent of the 
registered entity in accordance with the auditor independence requirements of the ACNC Act and ethical requirements of the 
Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110: Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that 
are relevant to our audit of the financial report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance 
with the Code. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 

Responsibilities of the Trustees’ for the Financial Report

The trustees of the Trust are responsible for the preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair view in accordance 
with Australian Accounting Standards and the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 and for such internal 
control as the trustees determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair view and 
is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial report, the trustees are responsible for assessing the registered entity’s ability to continue as a going 
concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the
trustees either intend to liquidate the trust or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is 
a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards 
will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material 
if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the 
basis of this financial report. 
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As part of an audit in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgement and maintain 
professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also: 

− Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error, design and 
perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide 
a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one 
resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override 
of internal control.  

− Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate 
in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the registered entity’s 
internal control. 

− Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates and related 
disclosures made by the trustees.  

− Conclude on the appropriateness of the trustees’ use of the going concern basis of accounting and, based on the audit 
evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt 
on the registered entity’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are 
required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the financial report or, if such disclosures 
are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our 
auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause the registered entity to cease to continue as a going 
concern. 

− Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, including the disclosures, and whether 
the financial report represents the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation. 

− Obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence regarding the financial information of the entity to express an opinion on the 
financial report. We are responsible for the direction, supervision and performance of the entity audit. We remain solely 
responsible for our audit opinion. 

We communicate with the trustees regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit and significant 
audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit. 

AH Jackson & Co 

Elias Manicaros 
Partner 
Brisbane, 9 December 2021 

Annual Report 2020-21 43



44 Lord Mayor's Charitable Trust



45Annual Report 2020-21



LORD MAYOR’S
CHARITABLE TRUST
CARING FOR BRISBANE'S COMMUNITY

ABN: 56 804 674 564
GPO Box 2287
BRISBANE QLD 4001

Phone: 07 3403 5381
Email: lmct@brisbane.qld.gov.au
Web: www.lmct.org.au

DATE CLAIMERS

2022 Brisbane Big City Barbecue – 
23 March 2022

2022 LMCT Gala Ball – 
29 October 2022

For more information, please call 3403 5381

2021 LORD MAYOR’S 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
To donate, please visit www.lmct.org.au

GENERAL DONATIONS
Please call 3403 5381 or visit 
www.lmct.org.au




